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On March 16, a judge sentenced Peruvian journalist Cecilia Valenzuela to one year imprisonment
in connection with a TV report she compiled on human rights abuses in Ayacucho department.
Although Valenzuela's sentence was suspended, the judge also ordered the arrest of the program's
director, Cesar Hildebrandt, who is currently living in Spain. The rulings were issued while dozens
of Peruvian journalists demonstrated in front of the Justice Ministry to demand the release of
three journalists held by security forces for alleged links to rebel groups. The protest, organized
by the Committee for Solidarity with Jailed and Persecuted Journalists, called for the release of
Danilo Quijano, Guisella Gutarra and Alvaro Villavicencio. They also demanded information
on the whereabouts of Pedro Yauri, arrested in June 1992 in Huacho and subsequently listed as
"missing." Quijano was arrested in Cuzco for photocopying a legally distributed book about the
Shining Path (Sendero Luminoso) rebel group written by British journalist Simon Strong. Gutarra
was arrested for having briefly worked for the disbanded newspaper Cambio, linked to the Tupac
Amaru Revolutionary Movement. Villavicencio is being tried for having shared a classroom with
Sendero founder and leader Abimael Guzman 20 years ago when he was a philosophy professor at
a university in Ayacucho. In a surprise visit to the Miguel Castro Castro prison in Lima March 17,
President Alberto Fujimori met briefly with Quijano. After the interview, Fujimori acknowledged
that Quijano's detention was a "regrettable error" and that a new military trial by anonymous
judges should establish his innocence. Fujimori cited a number of other cases needing rectification,
including that of Gutarra. In a similar case, Magno Sosa, correspondent for daily newspaper La
Republica, was released from jail in February following five months of detention. Soon thereafter,
Sosa sought asylum in Venezuela. On March 19, the London-based International Press Institute
(IPI) sent a letter to Fujimori protesting charges of defamation against two Peruvian journalists
and the atmosphere of "attacks against press freedom" prevalent in the country. The letter cited
the case of Ernesto de la Jara, a journalist for the human rights magazine produced by the Legal
Defense Institute, and Carlos Basombio, the magazine's editor. (Sources: United Press International,
03/16/93; Notimex, 03/17/93; Agence France-Presse, 03/09/93, 03/19/93)
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